
Approaches to expansion of the membership of the 
Global Low Level Presence Initiative
Draft for discussion
Principles for expansion
Members of the Global Low Level Presence Initiative (GLI) work collaboratively to facilitate international trade of agricultural commodities by developing practical, science-based approaches designed to address low level presence (LLP) issues in food and feed globally[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  International Statement on LLP and GLI General Rules of Procedure] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The GLI welcomes new members, as the expansion of the group could lead to a broader understanding of the likely impacts of LLP incidents, valuable information sharing on domestic strategies to address LLP, and greater potential for collaborative work on international approaches to the issue.
The GLI notes that LLP incidents can affect both importing and exporting countries, and—given the nature of the agricultural trading system—can occur in shipments of conventional food and feed as well as authorized shipments of food and feed derived from recombinant DNA (rDNA) plant material. The GLI therefore seeks strong representation from both agricultural importing and exporting countries, including those countries not involved in the trade of crops or foods derived from rDNA plant material. 
The key requirements to achieve membership in the GLI are a willingness to work collaboratively with the GLI-member countries on LLP issues, confirmed through a country’s endorsement of the International Statement on LLP, and approval by members.
The GLI also welcomes countries wishing to attend meetings as observers, and notes that increasing the number of observing countries to the GLI represents an important step on the path of expanding overall membership. 
Recruitment
The International Statement and any other documents developed and endorsed by GLI members may be shared with prospective new members.
GLI members may choose to raise the issue of LLP and their involvement in the GLI in their regular discussions or during capacity building activities with non-member countries as appropriate. Members may also receive unprompted inquiries from non-member countries about LLP and the GLI. 
In either case, members may take the lead in providing information to the enquiring country. Members will inform the GLI Secretariat of these interactions.
Asking all members to contribute to growing the membership of the GLI in this way is in line with the spirit of collaboration and information sharing, which underpins the group’s work and may also avoid placing undue burden on one particular country or the GLI Secretariat.
Candidate countries, including those showing interest in LLP in other fora such as the OECD or APEC, could also be identified through discussions at GLI meetings.  Should the group agree, a member would be identified to lead in approaching the potential member.  
Process
The General Rules of Procedure state that membership is open to any country that endorses the GLI’s International Statement on LLP and is approved by members. The Secretariat will notify all members of requests for membership. Acceptance of new members should become effective, subject to reservations, upon approval by the members. Members who have not replied within two months from the date of the notification should be considered as supporting the request for membership.
Further options for discussion
· Timeframe within which an observer could be asked to make a decision on membership?	Comment by Biotech PIU: Philippines has suggested three years within which an observer country may formally express intent to become a member. 
· Other suggestions? 
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