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GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE

PURPOSE
To work collaboratively to facilitate international trade of agricultural commodities by developing practical, science-based approaches designed to address LLP globally.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Global Low-Level Presence Initiative (GLI) is open to any State that endorses the GLI’s International Statement on LLP and is approved by Members. 
Requests for membership should be notified to all Members by the Secretariat.  Acceptance of new Members should become effective, upon consensus by the Members.  Members that have not responded within two months from the date of notification of a request for membership will be considered as supporting the request.
CHAIR
The Chair of the GLI will rotate among Members.  At the conclusion of each annual meeting, Members should nominate a Chair to serve until the conclusion of the next annual meeting, without prejudice to the right of re-election.  A Chair must receive unanimous authorization from Member governments to be nominated.
The nominated Chair, once authorized by his/her host country, will be responsible for hosting and chairing the next annual meeting.  The designated Chair should collaborate with the Secretariat to develop meeting agendas and oversee the completion of assigned tasks.   
The Chair or another Member may chair or host intersessional meetings (e.g., teleconferences) that take place between annual meetings.  
Interest in being considered as the next Chair should be made known to the current Chair and Secretariat one month before the meeting at which a new Chair is to be nominated. The current Chair and Secretariat should inform Members of an upcoming nomination for a new Chair in a timely manner.

SECRETARIAT
The Secretariat, in collaboration with the Chair, will coordinate administrative functions of the GLI to include: the timely distribution of documents and agendas; managing new membership requests and non-Member participation requests; monitoring assignments undertaken by Members; and ensuring timely communications between Members, invitees and participants in advance of a meeting.  
The Secretariat, selected among the Members, will be nominated by Members for a 3-year term.  Interest in being considered as the next Secretariat should be made known to the Chair and the current Secretariat one month before the regular session/meeting, when the new Secretariat should be  selected.  The current Secretariat shall inform all Members of those interested in assuming the role of Secretariat prior to the regular session/meeting.  
MEETINGS
The GLI will strive to hold annual meetings unless otherwise decided by Members.  The date and site of the meetings shall be determined by the Chair in consultation with Members. Intersessional meetings may be held as decided by the Members.
A notice convening an annual or intersessional meeting may be issued by the Chair, Secretariat or a representative designated by them, to Members and other eligible participants not less than three months in advance of the proposed meeting date.  Documents for a meeting shall be shared with participants no later than two months prior to the meeting.  All Members shall be invited to all annual and intersessional meetings.
GOVERNMENT INVITEES
With the consent of Members, non-Member governments may be invited to participate in meetings of the GLI.  A request for invitee participation must be notified to the Secretariat who will then circulate to all Members at least two months prior to the meeting.  Members will have one month to respond.  Members that have not responded to the request within the allotted time will be considered as supporting the request.  During GLI meetings, Members may hold sessions closed to non-Members.
COORDINATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS
Members will be encouraged to involve their respective stakeholder representatives to participate, where appropriate, in the work of the GLI.  Stakeholder representatives may be encouraged to participate in open sessions of GLI meetings.
Collaborative work advanced by the GLI can be shared with stakeholders when agreed by Members.
MEETING PROCEDURES 
Meetings may commence with a joint government-industry session, during which participants can share information on national developments other issues of mutual interest.  This information may provide a basis for discussions of the GLI. Following a joint session, Members will convene a governments-only session. 
Meetings may conclude with a joint industry-government session to summarize results and identify activities to be undertaken in advance of future meetings.
DECISION-MAKING PROCESS
Decisions in the GLI will be made by consensus.  Only Members can participate in the decision-making process.  Decisions may be made either during annual or intersessional meetings or through email communications.  Adequate time will be provided to allow Members to consult with their governments when necessary.  Members that do not formally voice their opposition to a position offered by the Chair and Secretariat for approval will be considered as supporting the decision.   
EXCEPTIONS
Exceptions to, or deviations from, these Rules of Procedure, in particular with regards to timelines, are subject to the concurrence of the Chair and the Secretariat on an extraordinary basis, with notification to Members.   
WITHDRAWAL
A Member may give written notice of a decision to withdraw from the GLI at any time.  The GLI will consider withdrawal as effective the date of reception of the written notice by the Chair or Secretariat.  
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