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1. The objective of this communiqué is to offer a broad range of potential approaches for governments and technology developers to consider as practical means for helping to minimize occurrences of asynchronous approvals of food and feed derived from recombinant DNA plants.

2. The number and complexity of recombinant DNA plants being developed, cultivated, and traded worldwide is increasing annually.  However, they are authorized at different rates in different countries.  

3. For the purposes of this communiqué, an asynchronous approval is a situation where there is a lag between a regulatory authorization of a recombinant DNA plant intended for food and feed use in the country of origin and a corresponding authorization in a country of import. 

4. Asynchronous approvals increase the risk of trade disruptions resulting from the low-level presence (LLP) of recombinant DNA plants in food and feed shipments, and can lead to significant delays in the introduction of new recombinant DNA plants.

5. We re-affirm our position that reducing asynchronous approvals is the most effective way of reducing trade disruptions due to LLP.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  International Statement on Low Level Presence.  http://www.fas.usda.gov/topics/international-statement-low-level-presence. ] 


6. Asynchronous approvals can result from several factors.  These include differences in countries’ regulatory and legal requirements for the review and authorization of recombinant DNA plants for food and feed.  Because of such differences, and the restrictions imposed by national laws, not all of the ideas presented here will be feasible or applicable to an individual country.  

7. Under the GLI Work Plan agreed to in Vancouver (2012), and refined in Rosario (2012) and Durban (2013), GLI member countries committed to, “Explore practical ways to reduce asynchrony in submissions, reviews and approvals,” in the context of food and feed safety.

8. Our ideas of potential approaches that governments and technology developers could consider as practical means to help reduce occurrences of asynchronous approvals are presented in table format below.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  All approaches presented here are meant to be consistent with, and encourage the use of, international science-based guidelines on LLP, such as the Codex Alimentarius Annex 3: Food Safety Assessment in Situations of Low-Level Presence of Recombinant-DNA Plant Material in Food.] 

