 Meeting of the APEC High Level Policy on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB)
Medan, Indonesia, June 2013

Proposed Statement for Ministerial Meeting 

Acknowledging that agricultural biotechnology advances APEC economies’ agricultural sustainability and goals for food security, we agreed to promote the sharing of information and experience on the creation and fostering of science-based regulatory structures, communicate effectively with the public, and identify applications of agricultural biotechnology that address the environmental, food, and health challenges in member economies while being consistent with domestic and international obligations
.  We reaffirmed our commitment to promote science-based risk assessments and transparent decision making as part of the continuing effort to educate the public about the importance to global food security of providing farmers with production choices, including agricultural biotechnology and other technologies that are determined to be safe.  We demonstrated support for small farmers by directing the HLPDAB to develop a platform to share information on policy and innovative technologies, appropriate for small farmers’ use.  We encouraged HLPDAB members to conduct risk communication outreach to promote the public’s understanding of the benefits of agricultural biotechnology and to participate in APEC activities or other international fora to address policy and trade issues, including improving information exc
hange
, and identifying solutions that minimize trade disruptions.  
�United States’ prefers this language.


�To concord with Japan’s comment. Exporters should submit appropriate information requested by the importing countries for example, submission of dossiers to avoid process delay. Alternatively, the technology developers should get clearance for import much in advance. 


�United States would prefer this language.





