[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear HLPDAB Colleagues,

The Russian Federation presents for your perusal and consideration the APEC Project Concept Note “Low Level Presence (LLP) of Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) and Risk Minimization of Agriculture Biotechnology for Agriculture Sustainable Development”.

The Project CN is in line with the following mainstreams: “food security”, “human resources development” and “policy in the sphere of solutions for agricultural biotechnology to ensure food security in APEC Economies”. It corresponds well with High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB) Work Plan, Niigata and recent Kazan Declarations. The last one was adopted on the Ministerial meeting in 2012.

The project is aimed at developing recommendations for making coordinated solutions on LLP usage. Besides it will give an opportunity to APEC Economies to make an informed choice in favor of coordinated position on LLP usage in the context of trade barrier absence and risk minimization to ensure sustainable production development and agricultural trade.

We would be grateful to receive your comments / proposals / remarks to improve the project idea and get the endorsement of the Group. 

We invite APE Economies to support the CN by non-financial co-sponsoring of the proposed Concept Note. 

Please send your comments by September 30 to Mr. Kirill Antiuhin  – Project Overseer Assistant (kirill.888@mail.ru) and Ms. Tatyana Bogdanova (tbogdanova@borlas.ru) – Project Coordinator.

Looking forward to your soonest reply! 

Your understanding and cooperation are much appreciated.

Best regards,

Alexey N. Gospodarev
Project Overseer

