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	Project Title:
	Low Level Presence of Genetically Modified Organisms and Risk Minimization of Agriculture Biotechnology for Agriculture Sustainable Development

	Source of funds (Select one):  TILF Special Account     X APEC Support Fund Operational Account   

	Committee /  

WG / Sub-fora / Task-force:
	     High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology  (HLPDAB)


	Proposing APEC economy:
	Russian Federation

	Co-sponsoring economies:  (must have minimum 2 

CONFIRMED co-sponsors)
	Mexico
USA (TBC), Canada (TBC)

	Expected Start date:  
	June 2014

	Expected Completion date:
	December 2014

	Project Summary:

Describe the project 

in under 150 words. 

Your summary should include the project topic, planned activities, timing and location:

 (Summary must be no longer than the box provided. Cover sheet must fit on 1 page)

	The lack of coordinated position of APEC Economies on the problem of genetically modified organisms’ (GMO) low level presence (LLP) may be a real challenge to sustainable development of agriculture as it minimizes modern agriculture biotechnology advantages. Different APEC Economies use different approaches to GMO labeling, but all APEC Economies set an objective to avoid negative influence on environment and human health while evaluating biosecurity and security of food / fodder, obtained from GMO. This is a real factor to start developing coordinated solutions on LLP usage to ensure food security. The project is aimed at developing recommendations for making coordinated solutions on LLP usage. It will promote cooperation in environmental goods, including but not limited to next generation trade. Besides it will give an opportunity to APEC Economies to make an informed choice in favor of coordinated position on LLP usage in the context of trade barrier absence and risk minimization to ensure sustainable production development and strengthening the multilateral agricultural trading system. The project implementation includes research / analytical stages and practical stage: discussion on 2–days Workshop in Vladivostok (Russia) in November 2014.The Workshop Conclusions, recommendations and the documents on LLP problem will be available in December 2014. 

	Total cost of proposal:  
(APEC funding  +  Self-funding)

USD  197,383
(APEC funding – 136,983

Self-funding – 60,400)
	Total amount being sought from APEC (USD):  136,983
By category:         
Travel: 72,393         Labor costs: 62,690    Hosting:            
Publication & distribution:  900       Other:  1,000



Project Overseer Information and Declaration:

Name:    Mr. Alexey N. Gospodarev 

Title:    Deputy Head, Department of Cooperation, Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation 
Organization:    Ministry of Agriculture of the Russian Federation

Postal address:  Moscow, Orlikov per., 1/11. 

Tel:  +7 (499) 607-83-86
E-mail:  gospodarev@mail.ru
As Project Overseer and on behalf of the above said Organization, I declare that this submission was prepared in accordance with the Guidebook on APEC Projects and any ensuing project will comply with said Guidebook. Failure to do so may result in the BMC denying or revoking funding and/or project approval.  I understand that any funds approved are granted on the basis of the information in the document’s budget table, in the case of any inconsistencies within the document.

Alexey N. Gospodarev

Name of Project Overseer

Date: 26.02.2014
Project Synopsis

1. Relevance:   Why should APEC undertake this project?  What problem or opportunity will the project address and why is it important? 
The project is in line with the following mainstreams: “food security”, “human resources development”, “strengthening the multilateral trading system” and “policy in the sphere of solutions for agricultural biotechnology to ensure food security in APEC Economies”. It corresponds well with High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB) Work Plan, Niigata and recent Kazan Declarations. The last one was adopted on the Agricultural Ministerial meeting. The lack of coordinated position of APEC Economies on the problem of genetically modified organisms’ (GMO) low level presence (LLP) may be a real challenge to sustainable development of agriculture as it minimizes modern agriculture biotechnology advantages. Different APEC Economies use different approaches to GMO marking, but all APEC Economies set an objective to avoid negative influence on environment and human health while evaluating biosecurity and security of food / fodder, obtained from GMO. The project is aimed at developing recommendations for making coordinated solutions on LLP usage. It will promote cooperation in environmental goods, including but not limited to next generation trade. Moreover it will give an opportunity to APEC Economies to make an informed choice in favor of coordinated position on LLP usage in the context of trade barrier absence and risk minimization to ensure sustainable production development and strengthening the multilateral agricultural trading system. This is a real factor to start developing coordinated solutions on LLP usage to ensure food security. The FAO, OECD and Global LLP Initiative have gained positive experience in solving these problems. It seems to be very perspective to use this experience in developing consolidated position of APEC Economies to prevent trade barriers creation of food security providing. The project implementation plans analysis of legislation and practice of LLP application in APEC Economies, analysis of the FAO, OECD and Global LLP Initiative experience in LLP problem solution to minimize risks of trade barriers creation in trade and biotechnology products usage in APEC region. Moreover; it is planned to take measures of capacity building to evaluate risks and their minimization while LLP usage. 
APEC Workshop will be held in Vladivostok (Russia) to develop coordinated solutions on LLP usage to ensure food security in APEC region. Workshop Conclusions will include agreed upon documents on LLP usage to ensure food security in APEC region. The project implementation includes research / analytical stages and practical stage: discussion on 2–days Workshop in Vladivostok (Russia) in November 2014.The Workshop Conclusions, recommendations and the documents on LLP problem will be available in December 2014. 

Expected outcomes:

· Risks reduction of negative influence on APEC economies sustainable development of uncoordinated LLP usage.

· Promotion and efficient use of coordinated approaches in the field of LLP to reduce risk of trade barriers in trade of biotechnological products.
· Promotion of cooperation in environmental goods, including but not limited to next generation trade. 

· Food security promotion in asynchronous and asymmetric GMO registration in various APEC Economies.

· Human capacity building as a result of modern biotechnologies efficient usage in APEC Economies.
2. Objectives:  Describe the 2-3 key objectives of the project. (e.g., to... create a framework...; ensure participants will be able to...; share experiences...; enhance understanding...; develop recommendations...; build interest...; revise strategies... etc.)     

· To analyze legislation and practice of LLP application in APEC Economies;

· To evaluate the FAO, OECD and Global LLP Initiative positive experience in LLP problem solution to draw up recommendations for developing coordinated position of APEC Economies in the LLP sphere.;

· To prepare recommendations and drafts documents on LLP usage to ensure food security in region;
· To draw up recommendations to take measures of capacity building to evaluate risks and their minimization while LLP usage.
3. Alignment:   Describe how the project will help achieve APEC’s key priorities and meet your forum’s work-plan or medium-term plan.   
APEC Senior Officials acknowledged the agricultural biotechnologies usefulness and in the APEC Leaders Declaration (China, October 2001) there was emphasized “recognizing the benefits of biotechnology in improving productivity, increasing nutrition, and reducing the environmental impact of agricultural production, we reaffirm the importance of safe introduction and use of biotechnology products. 

On Innovative Agriculture Technology Forum (USA, 2011) again was confirmed the urgency to develop transparent and science-based regulatory approaches which are coordinated with international commitments and, if it is necessary, international standards to promote the trade of the food products derived from innovative technologies, to ensure food security and to protect human health. 
HLPDAB developed and adopted the Work Plan for 2010-2012. The emphasis is made there on the problems of regulatory harmonization of regulatory oversight of biotechnology, evaluation on scientific basis of the risks of biotechnological advantages usage, transparency of decision-making. In the adopted HLPDAB Work Plan the importance of the activities on evaluating food security in case of biotechnology products trade in the context of LLP is specially emphasized. 

On the 2nd Ministerial Meeting in Kazan (Russia) the Ministers issued Kazan Declaration on APEC Food Security. In paragraph it is specified that “recognizing that agricultural biotechnologies are useful for increasing agricultural production and productivity, we agreed to promote more intense development and capacity building in the area of agricultural biotechnologies, harmonization of regulations in the field of biotechnologies, science based risk assessment related to agricultural biotechnology, and to improve transparency in decision-making. We reaffirmed our commitment to support implementation of the Action Plan: Facilitating Trade in Products Derived from Innovative Agricultural Technologies in order to fulfill APEC Ministers’ commitment made at the APEC Ministerial Meeting (AMM) held on November 11, 2011. We instructed the HLPDAB to participate directly in this work including on the low level presence of genetically modified crops. We also supported reviewing implementation of recommendations of the Innovative Agricultural Technology Forum (September 2011) and elaborating proposals for further actions in this field”. Also the proposed project contributes to promoting cooperation in environmental goods, including but not limited to next generation trade and to trade facilitation in general strengthening the multilateral agricultural trading system.
4. Methodology:   How do you plan to implement the project?  In this section, address: 

Timeline:    Project timelines and dates for key activities and deliverables

	Timeline
	Activity
	Output

	June - July 2014
	To form a group of experts from APEC Economies who are engaged in biosecurity and agriculture biotechnology. To develop and circulate a questionnaire on the project topics and / or collect the information.
	Experts’ reports and presentations with basic information on national practices of biotechnological agricultural products export / import.

	June -September 2014
	To make an analysis of the reports and the information collected to conduct a follow-up study of the LLP usage practices in APEC Economies. Analysis FAO, OECD and Global LLP Initiative positive experience in LLP problem solution.
	Preliminary summary of LLP usage practices in APEC Economies:  main problems and tasks.

	August - October 2014
	Preparation of the 2 - days Workshop: development and circulating of the draft agenda and Administrative Circular, invitation of the experts from APEC Economies and International Organization as speakers / presenters.
	Administrative Circular, draft Workshop Agenda, list of participants / speakers.
Exact venue and dates of the Workshop

	November 2014
	2-day Workshop holding in Vladivostok (Russia). Preparation of Workshop Conclusion and other documents regarding the main topics of the Workshop.
	Workshop holding to discuss the results of the research and analysis stages of the project implementation.  

Agreed Workshop Conclusions.

	December 2014
	Final Report regarding the LLP usage practice in APEC Economies. Its circulating and approval by HLPDAB members. 
	Recommendations on safe and secure usage of agricultural biotechnology achievements in the context of food security. Publication of the Final Report including the recommendation on APEC web site. 


· Stakeholders:  Beneficiaries and stakeholders (APEC & non-APEC) and how they will be engaged

The main beneficiaries of the project are:
1. APEC Economies and their societies. The problem of food security, risk minimization and strengthening the multilateral agricultural trading system. 
2. APEC Fora, HLPDAB, ATCWG, PPFS and other in the first place
· Previous Projects/Activities: If and how this proposal builds on the findings or lessons learned 
from previous projects/activities, while avoiding duplication

Previously Russian experts took part in the Workshops and Seminars dedicated to the risk analysis and risk management in agriculture biotechnology. Those events were organized by OECD, UNEP and other international organizations and were held in Russia and abroad. The problem of LLP was included in the Agenda of the Dialogue regular meetings during last three years in Russia, Indonesia and China this year. There were no special projects on LLP problem in APEC. The project leader and the WG will closely cooperate with APEC Secretariat to ensure maximum of potential participants in order to find new opportunities to solve the problem including at least HLPDAB, ATCWG and PPFS.
· Communication:  How you plan to communicate the results or benefits of this project to others

The electronic communication and media, APEC web-sites publications, will be used in the first place. APEC Fora, foremost HLPDAB, ATCWG and PPFS will be informed on the project outputs and Workshop Conclusions. The Workshop itself also will be used as communication channel and participants from the relevant industries including agricultural biotechnology developers, grain exporters and grain importers participate in the Workshop. The project deliverables and Workshop proceedings will be presented on HLPDAB meeting.
