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APEC Concept Note
Please submit through APEC Secretariat Program Director. Concept Notes of more than 3 pages 
(including title page) or incomplete submissions will not be considered.

	Project Title:
	The Biotechnology Life Cycle: A Workshop on the Margins of the High Level Policy Dialogue for Agricultural Biotechnology

	Source of funds (Select one):  |_| Operational Account    X TILF Special Account     |_| APEC Support Fund

	Committee /  
WG / Sub-fora / Task-force:
	High Level Policy Dialogue for Agricultural Biotechnology (HLPDAB) 

	Proposing APEC economy:
	United States

	Co-sponsoring economies:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Forthcoming

	Expected start date:  
	SOM 3 – mid-August or at Food Security Ministerial in September

	Expected completion date:
	2 Day Workshop

	Project summary:
  
Describe the project 
in under 150 words. 
Your summary should include the project topic, planned activities, 
timing and location:


 (Summary must be no longer than the box provided. Cover sheet must fit on one page)
	This two-day workshop will expand on the 2013 HLPDAB workshop on Regulatory Issues on Emerging Agricultural Technologies by exploring the entire Biotechnology Life Cycle from development to trade. The workshop would encompass case studies of all stages of the biotechnology life cycle. Presenters, from a wide array of economies, would range from developers, to regulators, to importers.  Implementation of the project will provide the opportunity for economies to share their experiences and arm them with information to be shared with their colleagues in their home economy, resulting in them making informed choices in favor of biotechnology.  The workshop would be held on the margins of the HLPDAB meeting.  One-half of a day will be devoted to consultations between presenters and attendees, allowing deeper discussions. Finally, the workshop will be set up as a model that can be replicated in parts or as a whole.

	Total cost of proposal: (APEC funding
+ self-funding)
USD  $190,500
	Total amount being sought from APEC (USD):  $40,500
By category:   Travel: $26,500               Labor costs:      
    Hosting:  $10,000      Publication & distribution:      Other:$4,000     


Project Overseer Information and Declaration:
Name:  Stacey Peckins / Kyle Hathaway
Title:  Senior Trade Advisor/ Economic and Sector Specialist
Organization:  Foreign Agricultural Service, USDA / U.S. – APEC Technical Assistance to Advance Regional Integration     
Postal address:  1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250 / APEC Secretariat, 35 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, Singapore 119616
Tel:  202-720-8053 / (65)68919600	E-mail:  Stacey.peckins@fas.usda.gov/ khathaway@nathaninc.com

As Project Overseer and on behalf of the above said Organization, I declare that this submission was prepared in accordance with the Guidebook on APEC Projects and any ensuing project will comply with said Guidebook. Failure to do so may result in the BMC denying or revoking funding and/or project approval. I understand that any funds approved are granted on the basis of the information in the document’s budget table, in the case of any inconsistencies within the document.

	 	
Name of Project Overseer

Date: January 14, 2014
Project Synopsis

1. Relevance 
From the Osaka Action Agenda, Part I, economies are directed to promote Good Regulatory Practice and specifically APEC economies will investigate means of enhancing regulatory practice in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars with a particular focus on performance-based regulations and sector-specific good practices. Further, APEC Leaders have noted the challenge of food security in their annual statements since 2010, including the acknowledgement of the role innovative agricultural technologies, including biotechnology, can play in efforts to ensure food security in member economies and around the globe. In 2012 Leaders encouraged APEC to adopt transparent, science-based regulatory approaches for these innovative agricultural technologies.
APEC Senior Officials have highlighted the growing importance of technological development and dissemination to increase agricultural output, improving food distribution, decreasing cost and helping sustain output in the face of environmental and population growth challenges.  This project falls under the Outreach and Capacity Building to Support the APEC Innovative Agricultural Technologies Initiative.  Products derived from innovative agricultural technologies are an important means to strengthen food security; raise farm income; foster innovation; spur economic growth; raise agricultural productivity; protect the environment, and enhance food security.  Transparent, science-based regulatory approaches are critical to the safe use and trade of products from innovative agricultural technologies.  Regulation and oversight that ensures the fulfilment of legitimate objectives, such as the protection of health and the environment (including biodiversity) is critical; however, regulation and oversight should facilitate international trade and avoid creating unnecessary trade barriers or inhibiting innovation and new technologies. This workshop will assist APEC economies with a broad and durable understanding and appreciation of the importance of agricultural biotechnology, including both technologies in their second decade of commercial use and emerging technologies. 
2. Objectives: 
- Support reform of regulatory systems of APEC economies for current and emerging agricultural production technologies that are transparent, science-based and consistent with international standards. 

-  Strengthen regulatory capacity of APEC economies to conduct risk assessments, assess existing risk assessments and undertake appropriate risk management practices for current and emerging technologies.  APEC economies’ approval or rejection of products derived from new agricultural production technologies, including biotechnology, has far reaching implications for consumer acceptance of U.S. agricultural exports, the approach of biotechnology regulation in the region, the creation of farmer constituencies benefiting from new technologies, and the level of investment in agricultural research and development. 

- Improve risk communication among APEC economy officials to more effectively communicate new technology issues and nurture public confidence in new technologies and regulatory systems.

- Identify technology development and partnership opportunities for APEC economies willing to utilize biotechnology to address food security.   
Alignment:  This APEC activity follows directly from the 2012 Leader’s Statement: We acknowledge the increasing importance of encouraging the safe development and implementation of innovative agricultural technologies since land, water, forest and other natural resources are limited. This requires a significant increase of long-term investment into agricultural research, and development along with the adoption of transparent, science-based regulatory approaches for innovative agricultural technologies that are consistent with international obligations.  Congruently it flows directly from the APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on Agricultural Biotechnology Work Plan, 2013 – 2015: To assist economies in developing transparent regulatory systems that ensures farmers welfare and promotes public confidence in those systems.  to share information in any areas related to agricultural biotechnology.To promote understanding of and participation in regulatory systems to build public confidence in regulatory systems and decisions. To share information and experiences establishing transparent and functioning regulatory systems in order to promote consistency in regulatory systems and to facilitate trade. 

As global food supplies tighten, more emphasis will be placed on increasing the quantity and quality of food production.  New biotechnology products are being developed, especially in APEC economies that can help to address the challenges of increasing food production and making food production systems more resilient.  The policy dialogue can serve as a forum to assist economies develops strategies for dealing with the food and energy demands and environmental challenges. The policy dialogue will provide opportunities for member economies to co-develop and transfer technology, sharing of information and experiences in the application of biotechnology with linkages with other APEC Fora related to food security. 

This workshop will allow for economies to share their experiences with innovative technologies and meet the HLPDAB action items to: 1) Identify applications of agricultural biotechnology that meet the new environmental, and food and energy demand challenges. 2) Promote development of mechanisms for collaboration and sharing of information and experiences among member economies to address common challenges. 

3. Methodology: 
Timeline: This two-day workshop will take place on the margins of the HLPDAB.  Once the project is approved for funding organizers will commence with working with HLPDAB members in developing an agenda (Draft complete by May 2014), securing speakers (complete by July 2014, promoting the workshop enrolling attendees (completed by July 20) and securing travel arrangements for participants (August 2014). 
Stakeholders: The target audience will include regulators and policy makers from APEC and ASEAN economies, preferably one of each from each economy and more from the host. In addition, we hope to include Chinese Borlaug Fellows. These are individuals who have completed training and collaborative research with the goal of promoting food security and economic growth. Many of the economies will also be presenters, including those individuals who have received USG funding to conduct biotechnology R&D. 
Previous projects/activities: In June of 2013 on the margins of the HLPDAB in Medan, Indonesia, FAS, USDA worked in collaboration with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA, the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Application (ISAAA), the Program for Biosafety Systems, and the APEC Technical Assistance and Training Facility (TATF) to put on the on the workshop: Regulatory Issues on Emerging Agricultural Technologies with the goal to define the regulatory considerations for emerging technology products and to provide attendees with the tools and information to avoid mistakes from the regulation of the “first generation” of biotech products.  The collaborative effort was seamless through good communication and the shared goal of promoting agricultural biotechnology amongst APEC economies.  The workshop was attended by 18 of 21 economies and three representatives from ASEAN, total attendance was 94. This workshop will build on the information delivered in Medan.

In addition, a study funded by APEC TATF office, of a baseline review of all APEC economies regulations on products derived from innovative agricultural is on-going.  A read-out of the survey was given by the author at the HLPDAB in Medan this June.  The ultimate goal is to publicize the regulatory approaches to provide meaningful and transparent consultation and stakeholder input into each economy’s regulatory processes consistent with the 2005-APEC-OECD Integrated Checklist for Regulatory Reform. Further, the goal is to identify capacity building activities that would assist economies to meet the goals of the initiative. 
Communication: This workshop will be developed as a model to be replicated in whole or part at other APEC fora.  There will be a presentation suited to each economy no matter what stage in the biotechnology lifecycle. Materials distributed will be provided in not simply a series of PowerPoint presentations but synthesized and distributed for APEC economies reference. 



